
 

 

 

March 1, 2020 

First Sunday of Lent 

 

Dear people of the Cathedral Parish, 

 

 Six months ago, I began my assignment as rector.  Since then, I have tried to embrace the 

spiritual and temporal needs of the parish.  I am very grateful for those who have been 

encouraging me in the tasks at hand.  It is my privilege to serve you.  Your comments and 

observations made in person or by email are very helpful.  These observations are brought to the 

attention of my staff and parish council.  They help me process the comments and resolve the 

issues at hand. 

 

 Today, Bishop Bradley will preside at the Rite of Election at St. Catherine of Siena 

Church in Portage.  Usually, these rites are held at the Cathedral.  However, with the renovations 

in progress, it was decided to use another location.  During Holy Week, the Chrism Mass will be 

in Portage, too.  I look forward to these rites returning to the Cathedral.  The Bishop will be here 

for the Sacred Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil).  

 

 This week, the annual retreat for priests is held in DeWitt, MI.  I will be attending from 

Monday afternoon, March 2 until Thursday afternoon, March 5.  Fr. Vihn Le will remain here for 

weekday masses and confessions.  Please pray for a solemn and holy retreat for us.  I will keep 

you in my intentions as well.  Upon my return, I am planning to attend the Shamrock Celebration 

on Saturday, March 7 at the Bernhard Center Ballroom.  This is a major fund raiser for Hackett 

Catholic Prep.  Go Irish!  

 

 Next weekend, Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00am on Sunday, March 8.   If you 

attend a Sunday Morning Mass, adjust your clocks and watches.  Remember: SPRING AHEAD 

ONE HOUR.  Otherwise, you will be late for Mass (or really early for the next Mass).  After the 

Shamrock Celebration, it will be a short night for me! 

 

 You will find an insert about the Bishop’s pastoral visit on Friday, March 13.  He will be 

visiting the school, parish staff and parish councils all afternoon.  The Once in a Blue Moon sale 

for St. Augustine Cathedral School will be March 13-14.  Check the bulletin for further details 

about the Bishop’s visit and Blue Moon. 

 

 Lastly, mark your calendar for the week of March 16-20.  There will be an authentic copy 

of the Shroud of Turin in the Keating Chapel.  I will have presentations during the week at 

different times of the day.  Proposed to be the burial cloth of Jesus, the Shroud is a remarkable 

artifact that coincides with the Passion, Death and Resurrection of our Lord.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Very Rev. Robert Creagan, Rector 


